April 12, 2020 - Easter Sunday
CONTACT
35 Colby Drive
Dartmouth, NS B2V 1N7
Tel: 902-435-3090
Fax: 902-434-5787
administration@saintjohnxxiii.ca

CONDOLENCES
We as a Parish family express our
heartfelt condolences to Heather
Johnstone and her family on the passing
of her mother Marion Roberts.

Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs 9-1 /Fri 9:30-1:30

Minist ry Team
Pastor: Fr. Gerald David
Associate Pastor: Fr. Peter Hanna
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Larry Worthen
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Gordon MacKinnon

May Marion , rest in the loving embrace
of God and enjoy eternal peace. May the
family receive the grace of consolation
to strengthen them at this time.
We keep Heather and her family in
prayer at this difficult time of loss.

CELEBRATE
Click HERE to view 9:30am Easter Sunday
Mass from Divine Mercy Parish.
Click HERE to view 11:00am from Easter
Sunday Mass from Saint Mary's Cathedral
Basilica.
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SACRAM ENT OF PENANCE DURING THE PANDEM IC

As Easter is upon us and Divine Mercy Sunday is next week, many have been asking questions
about going to confession and whether it is possible. Obviously, we are not gathering in any
large number in the Church to have a Penitential Service and opportunity for Confession.
Abiding by the directives we have received from Archbishop Dunn and the public health
directives, the following I hope will be helpful information for you all as Parishioners of Divine
Mercy Parish.
1. No obligation to provide regular times for confession during this pandemic. Fr. Peter and
myself have been taking appointments when requests come forward.
2. Observing STRICT PHYSICAL distancing guidelines. So the confessional is not appropriate. A
space where priest and penitent can be six feet apart.
3. Confessions CANNOT be heard via telephone or the internet. The Apostolic Penitentiary has
stated that the "physical immediacy of the subject" is one of the constitutive or connatural
elements of the Sacrament of Penance. In other words, absolution over the telephone or by
internet is null because of the matrix for an authentic celebration is missing, namely, the
gathering of the ecclesia represented minimally in the sacrament of penance by the coming
together of minister and penitent.
4. Confessions CANNOT be heard via "drive-thru".
5. Reminder: If people are concerned about their Easter Duty, the faithful can complete their
Easter Duty any time up to and including Trinity Sunday.
6. General Absolution: No General Absolution is to be given at this time.
7. Perfect Act of Contrition: The Apostolic Penitentiary, on March 20, 2020, gave further
teaching on the Sacrament of Penance:
Where the individual faithful find themselves in the painful impossibility of receiving
sacramental absolution, it should be remembered that perfect contrition, coming from the love
of God, beloved above all things, expressed by a sincere request for forgiveness (that which the
penitent is at present able to express) and accompanied by votum confessionis, that is,by the
firm resolution to have recourse, as soon as possible, to sacramental confession, obtains
forgiveness of sins, even mortal ones (cf. CCC, no. 1452).
8. Teaching of Pope Francis, from his homily at Mass on March 20, 2020:

SACRAM ENT CONT'D.
Lent is a special time "to let God wash us, purify us, to let God embrace us," the pope said, and
the best place for that is the confessional.
"But many people today would tell me , 'Father, where can I find a priest, a confessor, because I
can't leave the house? And I want to make peace with the Lord, I want him to embrace me, I
want the Father's embrace.' "
The Pope said his response would be , "Do what the Catechism (of the Catholic Church) says. It
is very clear: If you cannot find a priest to confess to, speak directly with God, your Father, and
tell him the truth. Say, "Lord, I did this, this, this. Forgive me,' and ask pardon with all your
heart."
Make an act of contrition, the pope said, and promise God, "'I will go to confession afterward,
but forgive me now.' And immediately you will return to a state of grace with God."
The Catechism of the Catholic Church, N. 1452, says: "When it arises from a love by which God
is loved, above all else, contrition is called 'perfect' - contrition of charity. Such contrition remits
venial sins; it also obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the firm resolution to have
recourse to sacramental confession as soon as possible."
"As the Catechism teaches," Pope Francis said, "you can draw near to God's forgiveness
without having a priest at hand. Think about it. This is the moment."

DIVINE M ERCY CHAPLET NOVENA PRAYER

Today we commemorate the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. As we do so we are being invited into a
deeper understanding of the love God has for us, his children. Our return to the Father in Jesus his Son.
As we pray our Divine Mercy Chaplet today, on Good Friday, we begin a nine day novena prayer to
Divine Mercy. There is a specific prayer, which can be found online (google search Divine Mercy
Chaplet Novena Prayer) that we pray from today onward, until Divine Mercy Sunday, which invites
many souls to experience our Lord and God's Unfathomable Mercy and Unconditional Love. Ultimately,
for the sake of his sorrowful passion, showing mercy to us and to the whole world. God bless each of
you as we continue through the Holy Triduum and celebrate the beauty, the joy, and the truth of the
Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Happy Holy Triduum and Happy Easter friends.

