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CELEBRATE

The following weekly services will 
be offered until our restrictions 
are lifted.

Friday Morning Prayer  &  
Rosary, 8:30 am - 9:15 am
Led by Deacon Larry Worthen, 
this is a  live web meeting style 
event by invitat ion only. Please 
click HERE to request  an 
invitat ion to join. All welcome but 
numbers are limited due to 
technology.

Sunday Mass, 10 am

Click HERE to join Father Gerald 
and Father Peter for our weekly 
live streamed Mass.
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Third Sunday of Easter

https://www.saintjohnxxiii.ca/contact/
https://www.saintjohnxxiii.ca/
mailto:administration@saintjohnxxiii.ca
mailto:frirek@saintjohnxxiii.ca
mailto:frirek@saintjohnxxiii.ca
mailto:frirek@saintjohnxxiii.ca
mailto:deaconlarry@saintjohnxxiii.ca
mailto:deaconlarry@saintjohnxxiii.ca
mailto:deaconlarry@saintjohnxxiii.ca
mailto:deaconlarry@saintjohnxxiii.ca
https://www.saintjohnxxiii.ca/celebrate/
mailto:brad@saintjohnxxiii.ca
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV_eVAas2Qzz7ar_aaWJhUA


 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER GERALD DAVID

Third Sunday of Easter - Reflect ing upon this past week tragic events of senseless violence and evil that perpetuated pain 
and suffering in an already broken world, we try to be people of Hope and Peace. This can only be possible when we 
cont inue to turn to the face of God's Mercy, present in Jesus Christ  whom he sent, DIVINE MERCY. When our face turns 
away from Christ , our hope fails and turns easily into despair and devastat ion. Watching the reality over and over again 
on T.V. looking for details that might help understand "why". There is not enough evidence in the world that could ever 
help understand the "WHY" of this evil. My dear friends our HOPE rests in God alone. It  is from Him that we receive all 
Good, and to Him all Good must return. Personally, I have been saddened to tears about what has happened. Even though 
I did not know the individuals personally, my heart cried for them. Even though I do not know the families of these 
individuals, my prayerful moments and thoughts were offered up for them. Evil, revenge, resentment, hate, violence, 
etc.... is not suppose to be part  of the life of a child of God - God imbues us with Love, Mercy, Hope, Joy, ... all virtues 
leading us to be His face, His hands, His feet, His HEART here on earth, to all we encounter. So that we can serve with the 
Love, with which we were formed from the beginning. Reflect ing with the Sacred Scripture for this Sunday, part icularly 
the Gospel, after the death of Jesus - there were a lot  of people who held HOPE, deflated. Two on the road to Emmaus - 
away from Jerusalem. Dashed HOPES, disparaging hearts, not able to recognize Christ  on the road. This too can happen, 
on our roads, in our towns and cit ies, in our homes. When we become so blind to Christ  who is with us - whose promise 
never fails. Evil can seduce hearts and minds - good people can allow themselves to be captured and to be possessed by 
such lack of hope and live in despair. When we begin to allow material possession, wealth, power, posit ion, prest ige ? the 
very things we begin to idolize, instead of acknowledging God himself as our gift  of Salvat ion. When we ignore God and 
idolize things, we will inevitably run into trouble. People become obstacles to our success ? instead of means to our 
salvat ion. Hate builds upon itself, and blindness, spiritual blindness, inhibits who we are created to be and dismisses or 
object ifies the other person, who is created in the image and likeness of God.

My brothers and sisters, we have Christ  with us. I am sure each of you, and I know I as well, have turned and pleaded to 
God, and listening, I become more acutely aware of God?s response. God does not always answer with what I want, 
especially if it  is something that is not in accordance with His gracious Will, rather, He responds with what I need. 
Thankfully, the two disciples on the Road to Emmaus were willing and able to not just shrug Jesus off as he began to ask 
quest ions as to what happened. Thankfully, their hearts and minds were not just shut off to HOPE being restored. 
Thankfully, their hearts were burning, when he opened the Scriptures to them. Thankfully, their minds were able to 
remember and recall Moses, the Prophets and things about Jesus while he was physically with them. This is what the 
Resurrect ion speaks to us of as well ?  it  is remembering and recalling the promise of God?s faithfulness to those who will 
to believe. It  is the Holy Spirit?s power that enables us to even begin to be open to remember and to recall the blessings 
that are so many and will always be bounteous.

So, as we cont inue our journey through this Easter Season, it  is with the Hope that Christ  gives us, that we can encourage 
those we meet and those in our own family, at this t ime and in all t ime we are given. To encounter Christ  and to remember 
and recall His Life, His Death and His Resurrect ion ? that He paid the price for our sins. This is Hope Eternal ? that 
nothing can stand in the way of our return to the Father ? that we should not allow anything to stand in the way of the 
Saving Mystery that God holds in store for you and for me. This is the same Hope that I look forward to celebrat ing 
everyday ? even in the midst difficult ies and of this t ime of isolat ion. It  is also the Hope that I look forward to gathering 
with you, the Community of believers again in our Churches when we are able to gather again as a Family of Faith.

My Friends stay safe and let?s cont inue to pray for each other. 

Peace & God Bless,

Father Gerald



Saint  Cletus
Feastday:  

April 26

Name & Eymology: 

The name "Cletus" in Anicent Greek 
means "one who has been called", and 
"Anacletus" means "one who has been 
called back".  Also, in Greek, "Anacletus" 
means "unimpeachable".

History Brief: 

Saint Cletus was the Third Bishop of 
Rome, succeeding Saint Linus, and Saint 
Peter.

(Click the above Video to learn more about Saint  Cletus.)

Saint Cletus - Pray for Us!

CONDOLENCES & PRAYERS

SAINT OF THE DAY

Expression of Condolence

As a parish community we extend our heart felt  prayers of condolences to:

- Brenda Anderson and family of Saint Andrew Church on the death of her mother Yvonne Brow. 

- Mary Porter and family on the death of her sister Kathryn Porter.

- Archbishop Dunn and his family on the death of his sister Mary Matthews.

May your beloved rest in Eternal Peace. We will remember you all in our masses and devotional prayers.

For the Sick & Suffering

Let?s keep close to our heart , any family members, parishioners, and friends who need our prayers at this 
t ime. For those undergoing treatment, for those recovering from surgery, for all who are suffering from the 
coronavirus and any other ailment.  

Youth Minist ry Events: 
April 26, 6pm - Global Life Night Experience

April 28, 6:30pm - 7:30pm - EDGE Zoom

April 29, 7:00pm - 8:00pm - First  night of new Series called, "Made for One", a look at unity of the church.

Click HERE for more details or HERE to contact Brad direct ly.
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