May 10, 2020
Fifth Sunday of Easter
CELEBRATE
The following weekly serviceswill
be offered until our restrictions
are lifted.
Friday Morning Prayer &
Rosary, 8:30 am - 9:15 am
Led by Deacon Larry Worthen,
this is a live web meeting style
event by invitation only. Please
click HERE to request an
invitation to join. All welcome but
numbers are limited due to
technology.
Sunday Mass, 10 am
Click HERE to join Father Gerald
and Father Peter for our weekly
live streamed Mass.
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FROM THE DESK OF FATHER GERALD DAVID

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
During the Easter Season we have a beautiful opportunity to reflect with the Sacred Scriptures on the early Church. The
formation of the early Church becomes a wonderful opportunity for deeper reflection for us today. As we continue
through this period of Transition and Transformation to form the new parish reality in our respective areas. The deeper
discernment involves one of observing what we have in our midst, who we have, and how can these people we have
participate in the work of the Lord and strive to make the Gospel known. In our three Churches in our Parish, I believe we
are blessed with many good people. Good people with a variety of gifts who through their answer to God?s call are
striving to serve in the capacity to which they are able to serve. As we see the many gifts, the greatest place they need to
be shared and expressed is in the Domestic Church. To equip those who are living and are reaching others ? evangelizing
in the home. It is incumbent upon the Church to assist mothers and fathers, to teach and strengthen and encourage the
gift of faith at home. The celebration of the Sacraments of the Church, making the Gospel available, and our witnessing to
the Faith God are modes in which we are equipped and made ready for Mission. Each and every one who is baptized has a
duty and responsibility to do our part for the Lord. We are baptized into a Community of the Faithful, a Community that
needs to gather at the Table of the Word and at the Altar of Sacrifice together. We are not baptized to be individuals but
rather members of the Faithful. I invite each one of you to reflect more deeply on your Baptismal commitment.
During this time of the coronavirus pandemic, we have locked the doors of the Church, we are not permitted to attend
physically the Mass, our special celebrations of the Sacraments have been postponed. We are not able to adequately
establish a time when we can return to the Community. We are being asked to mobilize in creative and imaginative way ?
it is almost as though ? we need to recreate an image of Church. We are during this pandemic time invited to delve more
deeply into the Mystery of God ? maybe even to ask the questions ? Where isGod in all of this, or better still, who am I being
called to be in the midst of all of this. Do we have a Faith that is consistent and strong enough to sustain and see us through
this time?
I truly believe that the early Church asked a lot of the similar questions which we may find ourselves asking or pondering.
Just as in the early Church, decisions had to be made after observation, so it is today. Just re-read the first reading for this
Sunday. Decisions were made that did not attack the integrity of the Church that Christ formed ? the assistance of the
Holy Spirit was sought and received ? which in fact demonstrated that the first disciples in the early Church did believe
what Jesus said he would do. With the removal of fear and trust in the Lord Jesus, the disciples began to form the early
Church. We are being invited today to do the very same thing ? we are not wanting to form a Church that is founded on
anyone else but Christ (no matter how good someone thinks they are). Finally, we are being invited to call upon the Holy
Spirit, in all things, and at all times. It is through the power of the Holy Spirit, that we are encouraged, and hope is
engendered in each and everyone of us, to do what is necessary and what Christ has called us to do. In other words,
Mission is made possible, and our witness to the Love of God in our Family (Domestic Church) and in the Body of Christ
encompasses that Mission. No pandemic, nothing can take us away from the Love of a God who unconditionally loves us,
and constantly shows us His Mercy everyday!!!In these times, let?s hold fast to the promised Covenant of God, which is
ratified in Jesus Christ! May we never despair or become despondent, but trust everyday in the Lord?s Mercy and His
Love. JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU!!!
Peace & God Bless you all,

Father Gerald

CONDOLENCES & PRAYERS
Expression of Condolence
As a parish community we remember the following parishioners, friends, and family
members who have died:
- Marilla Stephenson
- Gerry Patey
- Barbara & Rene Leclerc
Let'salso pray for their family, who are mourning the lossof these loved ones, may God console
them with the resurrection faith.

SAINT OF THE DAY

Saint Damien of Molokai
Feast day:
May 10
Birt h:
1840
Deat h:
1889
Pat ronage:
People with Leprosy.
Beat ified:
June 4, 1995, Basilica of the Sacred Heart,
Koekelburg, Brussels, by Pope John Paul II.
Canonized:
October 11, 2009, Vatican City, by Pope Benedict
XVI.

(Click the above Video to learn more about Saint Damien.)

Saint Damien - Pray for Us!

Yout h Minist ry Event s:
May 5 - Grounded - A Night on the Virtue of Hope
May 12 - W ildfire - A night on the Virtue of Charity
May 19 - Fused - How to live a life of Virtue
May 26 - Edge year end Social

Click HERE for more details or HERE to contact Brad directly.

M OTHER'S DAY

This Sunday and this weekend mark a very beautiful opportunity for each of us to give thanks to
God for those we call Mom.
In thanksgiving for the work, the labour of love, and the guidance and protection that all you
Mothers have given and continue to give so generously.
This Sunday we give thanks and we say with deep affection and love ? Happy Mot her?s Day and
?THANK YOU?for all you are and have been ? may God Bless you abundantly for the life you share
and the love you give!
For those of us whose Mother has been called home to Heaven ? may the gift of eternal life be
theirs for the labour of love they shared!

M AY - MONTH OF MARY

Traditionally the month May is dedicated to our Blessed Mother Mary. We are invited to pray the rosary and we are invited
even more deeply to strive to use the relationship given to us by Jesus himself.
The entrustment at the Cross of Mary to the Beloved Disciple, and the Beloved Disciple to Mary is one which should give every
authentic follower of Christ great solace and joy. Through our Blessed Mother Mary?s intercession, we have a deeply
affectionate and loving relationship that builds and fosters an even greater longing for Christ.
Through praying the Rosary, we are given an opportunity to reflect on the Mysteries of the Life of Christ. Most often when we
pray to our Blessed Mother, we are to consider those who have asked us to pray for them; the sick, the suffering, those
encountering some struggles in their lives, and many others including ourselves. We ask Mary to help, to go to her son on our
behalf with our particular requests ? and she does.
During this month of May, I encourage you to pray a rosary as a family. Maybe, this is something you may not have done before,
well it?s a good time to start. Discover the beauty and the great love that pours out from Mary?s heart for you and me ? her
children.
There are many good Catholic websites that can assist you with the praying of the rosary. Salt & Light TV and EWTN also have a
rosary prayed throughout the day ? look at the TV guide. Maybe even consider a Zoom meeting for this kind of prayer with
some friends each day ? or once or twice a week ? this is something you can organize and invite others to pray with you ? why
not! Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us!
- Father Gerald

Rosary Resources

Click the above video to learn how
to Pray the Rosary.

Click the above image to visit the
Mariansof the Immaculate
Conception.

Click the above image to learn
about some of the best Rosary Apps
for your devices.

