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CONTENTS

35 Colby Drive
Dartmouth, NS  B2V 1N7 
Tel: 902-435-3090
Fax: 902-434-5787
administrat ion@saint johnxxiii.ca

Office Hours:
Monday to Friday: 9:00am to 1:00pm

Minist ry Team
Pastor: Fr.  Gerald David
Associate Pastor: Fr. Peter Hanna
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Larry Worthen
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Gordon MacKinnon

CELEBRATE

The following weekly services will 
be offered until our restrictions 
are lifted.

Friday Morning Prayer  &  
Rosary, 8:30 am - 9:15 am
Led by Deacon Larry Worthen, 
this is a  live web meeting style 
event by invitat ion only. Please 
click HERE to request  an 
invitat ion to join. All welcome but 
numbers are limited due to 
technology.

Sunday Mass, 10 am

Click HERE to join Father Gerald 
and Father Peter for our weekly 
live streamed Mass.

May 24, 2020

Ascension of Our Lord

https://www.saintjohnxxiii.ca/
https://www.saintjohnxxiii.ca/contact/
mailto:administration@saintjohnxxiii.ca
https://www.saintjohnxxiii.ca/celebrate/
mailto:brad@saintjohnxxiii.ca
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV_eVAas2Qzz7ar_aaWJhUA


 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER GERALD DAVID

My dear friends:

Since the celebrat ion of Easter there have been many occasions lined out for 
us in the Gospel, helping us to better understand what God has done for our 
salvat ion. The Acts of the Apost les and the Gospels clearly out line the deeper 
meaning of God?s Love for us poured out in His Son Jesus Christ .  This Sunday 
we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension. Before Jesus ascends into Heaven, 
he invites his disciples through these comfort ing words, But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.? All of these 
moments are theologically connected - meaning movements in God?s act ion 
and part  of the salvific plan God has for humanity. Jesus? words are 
comfort ing and also mission oriented. The promised Holy Spirit , proves God 
has not abandoned us, and that there is an expectat ion that God has for us in 
and through the Resurrect ion, the Ascension and the descent of the Holy 
Spirit  ?  THAT WE WOULD BE His witnesses to the ends of the earth. That we 
would live our faith, speak our faith, witness with our living faith is a 
testament that our work, our mission cont inues in Jesus Christ . None of this is 
for our glory or glorificat ion, but, rather for God?s greater glory. Through our 
prayer and faith, may we always recognize His power working in us ? giving us 
the direct ion we need and the confidence and the hope in eternal life.

Peace & God Bless you all,

Father Gerald



Saint  David I of Scot land

Feastday:  May 24

Birth:  1085

Death:  1183

History:  Click HERE to learn more about Saint David  

SAINT DAVID - PRAY FOR US!

REMEMBRANCE IN PRAYER

SAINT OF THE DAY

I invite you to pray for the repose of the soul of Christopher Chisholm, the brother of                    
Sheila Manuel and uncle to Michael Manuel. Our deepest condolences to the family,                           
may they experience God?s power and love demonstrated through the resurrect ion of Jesus.

This past week I moved from Saint Clement Rectory to the 
residence in Eastern Passage. While for the most part  the actual 
move is completed, there is st ill the resett ling and organizing that 
needs to happen. Thank you for your prayers, as Mother Nature 
cooperated nicely with the t iming of the move. I can now be 
reached at (902) 465-6063. 

Editor's Note:  Although Father Gerald is indeed a real man, he did not 
"do it in one trip".  A parishioner caught the last run on camera, image to 
the left, wherein Father Peter lent his assistance on the truck.

Many people have had quest ions arise during this t ime of isolat ion. 

Have you found yourself wondering where God is or is there a God at all? 

Maybe we can help. Alpha is a safe environment, there is no judgement.  Using well made videos and small 
group discussion you can explore these and other quest ions. Come and see what it  can be like when we 
have a deep relat ionship with God. If you, a family member or a friend are interested, CLICK HERE to 
register. Starts May 28, 2020 at 7:00pm.

https://www.catholicireland.net/saintoftheday/st-david-of-scotland-1085-1153/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZclcu2qrT8qGNfBlSkPUB-5gCX3SZ8oR4mR
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZclcu2qrT8qGNfBlSkPUB-5gCX3SZ8oR4mR


 
MAY - MONTH OF MARY

Encouraging each and everyone of you to pray the Rosary each day there are so many prayers dedicated to the 
honour of our Blessed Mother that leads us through to her Son and his incarnat ion. There is a prayer that powerfully 
acknowledges Mary?s intercessory powers and the incarnat ion of Jesus being the word made flesh ? the prayer is 
called the Angelus. The Church encourages us to pray this prayer each day ? each lit t le prayer you add a Hail Mary 
and conclude with a prayer accentuat ing the Word incarnate.

- Father Gerald



Last week Father wrote commenting on the value of Formed.org and asking for feedback.

The Adult  Faith Formation ministry encourages anyone who has used Formed to submit a short  assessment of the value of the 
content has for you. In the spirit  of good stewardship we do not want to spend our budget on a product which will be under 
ut ilized. Click HERE to preview our 40 day free trial. Please note, we will begin being charged for the service on day 41. Check it  
out and let us know whether you see any value in the parish having access; email by clicking the name(s),  Bob & Cathy Young, 
Cathy Patriquin and Corinne Casey.

PANDEMIC ATTITUDE

It  can be said that for the last couple of months since all of these restrict ions and direct ives from Public Health and our 
Archdiocese have been in place, we have gone through many changing and varying mindsets. Some people have chosen 
to take some t ime to clean the house from top to bottom, read those books we always wanted read but never had the 
t ime, get some much needed rest, etc?  these are side-effects to what the direct ives and restrict ions were actually put 
out for. To try and keep healthy, and hopefully protect the most vulnerable during this t ime of a disease that does not 
have a cure or vaccine. There are bad att itudes and bad side-effects to this pandemic as well. A sense of protect ing only 
yourself, a complacency, which is dangerous and very self-absorbed. When it  comes to Faith and our relat ionship with 
Jesus Christ , we have hopefully come to be aware that we should take nothing for granted.

Archbishop Dunn, shared with us the other day at one of the Zoom meetings, while the Church buildings right now are 
closed, the Church is not closed. This flows very well with this weekend celebrat ion of the Feast of the Ascension. As 
Jesus ascends to Heaven, our Mission is not over, rather it  is beginning. Now with the power of the Holy Spirit  to assist  
and guide us to give good witness to the Lord and all that he has, is and will always do unt il he comes again. 

I pray that our Faith in Jesus Christ  and his promise does not weaken. Rather, I hope that there is a longing and a 
yearning to return to our Community of Faith, when we are able to do so ? with a renewed vigor and a wanting to 
witness to the Lord. Personally, as I am sure has been the case for so many others, there have certainly been unexpected 
challenges that we have had to face. Some even unnecessary realit ies that we have had to deal with. As a Priest, as a 
follower of Christ , my/our trust and confidence must be placed in the Lord ? for a steadfastness and a proper response 
in Faith.  Let?s cont inue to keep each other in prayer for that steadfastness and for that day when we can return as a 
Community of believers to celebrate together the Eucharist  and be nourished bodily and spiritually with the Bread of 
Life.

The Religious Leaders of Nova Scot ia had an opportunity to meet with Dr. Strang to discuss the possible lift ing of 
restrict ions and direct ives for our Churches in the province. What was decided in the immediate is that the same 
restrict ions remain in place, and the Religious Leaders have been invited to go back to their respect ive communit ies to 
discern what might be possible for our Churches and places of Prayer. While there is no definite plan in place, we  can 
think of some ideas of what might be possible in our Parish while cognizant of the fact that the virus is st ill act ive and a 
vaccine has not be discovered yet.  

As we have been doing with the Mass for Divine Mercy Parish over these last weeks since Easter, I would like to place 
an invite, for you, the parishioners of Divine Mercy Parish to a livestream opportunity. The main purpose will be to 
share with each of you what Archbishop Mancini shared with us last week at our Zoom Meeting regarding the lift ing of 
restrict ions and direct ives for Churches. This opportunity will allow us to try to the best of our ability to hear some of 
your concerns and possible recommendation (through Chat Box) as we strive to move through this t ime. We will t ry to 
address some quest ions you may have. (If it  works), it  will also offer us a t ime to connect through social media in a less 
formal sett ing (than the Mass).  To connect use the same connect ion you use for Mass ? go to You Tube ? then type Br. 
Peter Hanna. On Tuesday, May 26, at 7pm .

- Father Gerald

https://formed.org/faithathome
mailto:royoungns@gmail.com
mailto:royoungns@gmail.com
mailto:royoungns@gmail.com
mailto:royoungns@gmail.com
mailto:patriquinfamily@eastlink.ca
mailto:patriquinfamily@eastlink.ca
mailto:corinnecasey57@gmail.com
mailto:corinnecasey57@gmail.com
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