
 

August 27, 2021 

Feast of Saint Monica 

Faith Formation & Sacramental Preparation 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 
I write this letter as Pastor on the Feast of Saint Monica. Saint Monica was a mother and one 
who sought God’s will at all times. Her prayers, her tears for the conversion of her son 
Augustine, was met with great grace and love. Saint Ambrose who spoke with Monica shared 
with her that the Lord would not ignore the prayers of a mother which were shed as tears for the 
conversion of Augustine her son. 
 
While my particular preference to write this letter to you is on an important Feast in our Church, 
the Feast of Saint Monica, today, the Feast tomorrow is of Saint Augustine, whose conversion 
Monica prayed and pleaded with God. This speaks to the conversion needed in each of us. Do we 
really want a personal relationship with God in Jesus Christ? Are we merely going through the 
motions to get done? 
 
There have been a few inquiries surrounding the area of what was formerly referred to as 
Religious Education as to what our intention is for the Fall. More precisely what is our plan for 
the Fall of 2021. The work that is being required of us as a parish right now is a reform and 
renewal of a way forward with Faith Formation for our young. As we have been discerning and 
praying about this during our time of lock-down, there is truly a need for more prayer and 
inquiry. As we have formed now a new Parish called Divine Mercy Parish, we are still working 
our way through many things as to how this new parish is constituted not just from a canonical 
perspective, but also geographically, how we come together as a Parish to offer something of 
substance, good teaching and a more inclusive and cohesive vision. The inclusive and cohesive 
dimension is one which will strengthen the entire family together. In reflecting on what was 
offered in the past, there were elements which were good, but the something that was missing 
was the element of working with and offering a more comprehensive formation for the whole 
family. Family is important to the Church, and family is also referred to as the nucleus of 
forming a healthy society. Several times I have shared something about the importance of 
formation for the Domestic Church – the Domestic Church, very simply, means the Church 
in the home; how is it lived out for the entire week – not just Sunday and not just in the 
building we refer to as a Church.  
 
Suffice to say, the recent coming together as three former parishes to make one parish, the 
impact of the pandemic on isolating and separating our Church from gathering in its proper way, 
has not allowed us to give the proper attention to what we would like to envision as a new way 
forward for our Parish.  It is not simply about a program nor is it about making sure we hire 
someone for the job to organize Catechetics for children & youth. We need to grasp more fully 



what “Domestic Church” and “Faith Formation” means and how in this time and in this place, 
this reality will be brought to fruition.  
 
As Pastor, I propose the following as a way of moving forward in the process of Faith 
Formation, Sacramental Preparation and ongoing process to form the Domestic Church.  

1. A meeting with families of the Parish (the three Churches together) to discern, discuss the 
orientation of our way forward. (Hearing from the families will assist in the ordering of 
such a process).  
 

2. Determining who are we going to be serving in Divine Mercy Parish? Who are the 
families that are willing to make a commitment to truly enter this process and assist not 
only our Parish to become stronger, but also the family at home to be more strongly 
connected and rooted in the understanding and practice of the Catholic Faith? 
 

3. Identify leadership to form this Faith Formation and focus on Sacramental Preparation. 
 

4. Making the necessary connections between Evangelization (proclamation of the Gospel) 
and the ongoing process of catechetical training of the families and individuals which 
comprise our Parish. 
 

5. As we have been named a new Parish from three former parishes, we need to understand 
that at this time we truly need to delve into a deeper sharing as to who we are as Church. 
Why this big change right now? As family life and faith formation are in need of renewal 
to address the post- Christian and post – secular world we are absorbed in, I pray, we 
come to understand that a relationship with Jesus Christ and a reliance on the power of 
the Holy Spirit, is essential as we grow as a Church.    

 

I hope and pray that you will join with me and with us as a new Parish to discover or rediscover 
the beauty and the joy and the hope of what Jesus Christ has in store for us. This is sufficient for 
now as to what a vision for this important area needs to become.  

I hope that you are able to recognize and understand that I, as Pastor, and we as a Parish, need 
your support, input, and help as we move forward.  

What about those of us who were in process to receive the Sacraments of the Eucharist and 
Confirmation during 2021 & What about Formation during 2021 

As to what will happen in the interim as we move toward this new approach, we will offer 
something of a combination of online Faith Formation …  possibly using the program “Formed” 
geared toward Faith Formation for Children & Youth. We will, depending on the situation of 
pandemic reality, also look to offer some activities where we will gather Families for formation, 
liturgy and prayer.  

Dates are being scheduled for the celebration of First Holy Communion and Confirmation which 
was to have taken place before the 3rd lock-down. These will be shared as soon as we can 
solidify and offer firm dates. Once again, this has been a 17-month period of testing patience and 



testing our persevering spirit. I hope we can pass the test with the Lord. Not to distract, but rather 
to confirm where our TRUST and HOPE should be… our Parish mantra suggests – Jesus, I 
Trust in You!! 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

Fr. Gerald David,  
Pastor 
 

 
 


