
 

October 7, 2021 

Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 

Dear Divine Mercy Parishioner, 

I hope this letter finds all of you well and living in the joy and wonderful hope that 

we are moving beyond the covid/ pandemic reality. As I say this, I am very much 

aware of the reality that the pandemic is not over and is still affecting many friends 

and family not too far away. May we continue to make strides to mitigate the 

circumstances of the spread of the virus as we strive to safely move forward. 

I am writing this communication to you to indicate that we are hoping to move 

forward with the necessary preparations of reforming what we once called Religious 

Education to a Faith Formation for the Family. I would like to invite each of you, as 

families of Divine Mercy Parish to join us in building a new Faith Formation 

Program; a program that will assist all of us to experience the newness of the New 

Evangelization and the opportunity that lies before us as we strive to grow as Divine 

Mercy Parish. 

Archbishop Brian Dunn and the Diocesan team suggest that those of you who wish 

to join the neighboring parishes for Religious Education, to do so until we have a 

program built for you to participate in. I have checked with Christ the King Parish 

to ask if they would be open to receive any interested in joining. I am presently 

awaiting a response. 

I would like to invite families from our parish to assist in the building of the Faith 

Formation Program for our Parish. I would like to know who among our families 

would like to assist with this new process, however, I do not wish to pressure anyone 

or overburden you.  I do realize and appreciate the demands on family life and do 

not want you to experience the Church as a burden, but rather offering what is 

necessary for good, healthy and wholesome spiritual growth. If you are willing to 

assist, we will strive to prepare any children or youth in years where Sacramental 

preparation is involved.  



My intent in asking families to help build this program is that we learn as we go 

through the process, identifying what we want and what we need to provide as that 

support to build up the family in this time as a Church. I/We want to help each of 

you in “your responsibility in raising and training your child in the practice of the 

Faith.”  I take this direct quote from the Baptismal Ritual – a question we ask just 

before the actual Baptism. Having families like your own assisting in the building 

of the Faith Formation Program, in my estimation, would give you as families, an 

ownership in the program, as opposed to simply having it imposed upon you. What 

I have learned through the experience as a priest is that we need a deeper 

involvement of the whole family, so, therefore, a holistic program in Faith that 

supports you and strengthens you as family (Domestic Church).  

There is indeed an undercurrent in our society which is working against good, 

wholesome, and healthy family values. The actions in our world today that are 

oriented toward the deconstructing and destroying of family can impede the role of 

families who want to follow God and His precepts. We need to emulate a work that 

builds up and not destroys family. The process of building up, providing the 

necessary resources, and accompanying our families as we move forward is what I 

hope guides our process of forming our new program. We tend to underestimate the 

need and focus on having strong family units in the world today. This is what is 

pushing this need in our Parish of Divine Mercy as well. As a Church, we need to 

support and provide what is necessary for a good, balanced and healthy approach to 

catechetics. This is why we have moved to change the three Churches of Divine 

Mercy Parish into the same process. I would like to make the full transition for all 

three Churches in our Parish, that we are all involved in this journey and offering the 

same formation in each of our three areas of Divine Mercy Parish. For this to be 

successful, I am asking for your help. We have hit some road blocks in this past year 

in addition to covid-19.  It is time to move past these roadblocks with a clearer vision 

and a deeper trust in the Lord to guide us to be a New Parish/ Stronger Together. 

Please inform Anne James at anne@divinemercyparish.ca of your openness and 

willingness to assist our Parish in this endeavour.  

Peace & God Bless, 

 

 

Fr. Gerald David 

mailto:anne@divinemercyparish.ca

