
 

November 26, 2021 

 
Dear Parishioners & Families in Faith, 
 
Welcome to Advent! This Sunday, as we gather, we will do so entering into a new liturgical 
season, a new Church year. It will be marked by the presence of our Advent Wreath in each of 
our three Churches and the colour purple for the liturgical vestments or Altar frontals. While 
distinct from Lent, there is a sense of penitential preparation. Advent as a Season however, is one 
in which we find ourselves preparing with great expectation to celebrate that first coming of 
Jesus – the Word Incarnate and also, to ready ourselves for His second coming.  
 
As we journey through these next four weeks of Advent, I pray that we take the necessary time 
each day to enter into more fully this journey. There are many voices vying for our attention – 
the big one particularly as we approach Christmas is the voice of commercialism. For so many 
this causes a great panic, can I get what I want, will I buy the right gift for this person or that 
person, can I beat the crowds, can I attend all the parties, etc… The heart and the mind may be 
overtaken by thoughts such as these or other realities you may be particularly concerned with. In 
this, the true meaning of the season of Advent gets lost.  
 
What does it really mean to ready our hearts and minds and our families for Christmas? Well, as 
I write this letter to address each of you as brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, a few things come 
to mind. We will be celebrating a Penitential Service during the Advent Season for our Parish – 
December 16 at 7pm (Saint John XXIII site). 
 
Another reality, we are inviting the whole Parish along with some other Catholic Churches in 
Dartmouth to participate in the Advent Backpack Program. I encourage individuals and Families 
in our Parish to participate. I place particular invite to young families in our parish to use this 
time as an opportunity for Faith Formation. A scriptural reference that I would propose for you 
as you may participate in this program is Matthew 25: 31-46. As you reflect with this Scripture 
and go and shop for some things to fill the backpacks – read the Scripture as a family, consider 
the needs of the poor (even if you may be struggling with material poverty), consider the 
homeless, the hungry, the thirsty …. Considering what we have, and those who have not as the 
Gospel invites us to do. If you are a youth or a child, what can you give that someone else may 
need. From whatever abundance we have, what can we share with those who have less? When 
the bags are returned to the Church, and the backpacks are being filled, consider helping to do 
this too. Keep watch for the bulletin or announcements at Mass when things are taking place. 
 
This coming Sunday, the First Sunday of Advent a member of our Stewardship Committee will 
be handing out the book by Matthew Kelly, I Heard God Laugh. As with all of Matthew 
Kelly’s books, this book is short, engaging, easy to read and inspirational. I place an invitation to 
those of you who receive one of these books to read it during this Season of Advent. Parents and 
young adults, take some time to share the richness of this book with your children and family and 
friends. I invite others who may wish to form a small group with others and share the 
encouragement that Matthew Kelly unleashes in this book. Let us encourage one another in the 
Faith, let’s share that reason for our Hope because of Jesus Christ, let’s grow in the Love that  



 
 
God has for each and everyone of us as His children. The Stewardship Committee has also 
prepared some other material for families to use as we walk through this Season of Advent and 
prepare for the real celebration of Christmas – Jesus’ birthday - His time to be reborn in each of 
us, renewing us in His Love and Mercy and helping us to renew our relationship with one 
another. 
 
Finally, as we journey through these four weeks of Advent, I invite and encourage each and 
every one to consider someone that we may have been estranged from for whatever reason. It 
could be a family member, a childhood friend, a co-worker, someone in our parish … whomever 
it might be, to pray to God for this particular person or maybe persons, ask God to help you to 
forgive or to seek forgiveness. Pray to be able to approach this person with trust in God, and 
express forgiveness to him/her/them. If you do not feel able to do this right now, or maybe the 
particular individual has died, consider placing the person(s) before the Altar at each Mass, 
offering prayers for them daily as we approach the celebration of Christmas. Pray for the renewal 
of Christ’s birth in you this Christmas and for Christ to be born anew for those who seem far 
from him. 
 
I pray for each of you and ask your prayers for me as your Pastor. Pray for Fr. Peter, Deacon 
Gordon, Deacon Brian, our Parish Staff, Committees and Councils, Organizations in our Parish. 
We need each other and we need God. Together, we pray for each other, and seek the grace that 
can only come from God, to help us do anything that is worthwhile and all that will glorify His 
Holy Name. 
 
Happy Advent! 
 
 
 
Peace & God’s Abundant Blessings, 

 
 
 

 
Fr. Gerald David, Pastor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


