
Pastor: Fr. Gerald David  
Associate Pastor: Fr. Peter Hanna, FoH  
Deacons: Rev. Mr. Brian Smith and Rev. Mr. Gordon MacKinnon (finance) 

DIVINE MERCY PARISH 
Saint Andrew Church 
1570 Shore Road, Eastern Passage, NS 
 

Saint Clement Church 
18 Gaston Road, Dartmouth, NS 
 

Saint John XXIII Church  (Office Site) 
Also Divine Mercy Parish Mailing Address 
35 Colby Dr., Dartmouth, NS  B2V 1N7 
 
Parish Office hours: Monday - Thursday,  9am - 3:30pm 
                                    Friday, 9am - 1pm  
Please note: The office is closed from December 23—January 4, 
2022 
Website: divinemercyparish.ca  
Phone: (902) 435-3090 
Fax: (902) 434-5787 
 
Contacts 
Office: Ext 221 - Judy Clarke - judy@divinemercyparish.ca 
             Ext 224 - Jackie Fitzgerald - jackie@divinemercyparish.ca  
            Ext 223 - Anne James - anne@divinemercyparish.ca 
 
Ext 222 - Fr. Gerald David - frgerald@divinemercyparish.ca 
Ext 228 - Fr. Peter Hanna, FoH - frpeter@divinemercyparish.ca 

Regular Mass Times  
                     

For the continued protection of everyone, wear-
ing of masks (covering mouth and nose) is still 
required. We are back to social distancing.  
 
St. Andrew Church 
Tuesday, 7pm Followed by Adoration & Divine 
Mercy Chaplet (also live streamed)  
Sunday 11am (also live streamed) 
Confessions: Following Tuesday Mass or by ap-
pointment. 
First Saturday of the month  
9am, also live streamed.  Next date, February 5th. 
 
St. Clement Church 
Thursday, 9am (preceded by the Rosary) 
Saturday, 4pm / Sunday, 9:30am  
Confessions:  9:30-10:15am After Thursday Mass or 
by appointment. 
 
St. John XXIII Church 
Wednesday, 12 noon (preceded by the Rosary) 
Friday, 12 noon (preceded by the Rosary) 
Saturday, 4pm / Sunday 9am & (11:30am - no regis-
tration required) 
Confessions: 11:15-11:45am. Before Wednesday & 
Friday Mass or by appointment. 
 
 
Please Note this change: St. John XXIII - On the 
first Friday of each month, Mass will be at 9am 
(instead of 12pm) with Adoration until 11:45am  
followed by Benediction. 

 
Covid19 protocol will be followed 
 
Baptism - To have a child Baptized, it is required 
that you be a registered parishioner at one of these 
churches. Choice of  Godparents must be practicing 
Catholics. If you are a parishioner of another parish, 
you must get a letter of permission from your pastor 
to have your child Baptized here. Please contact the 
parish office to arrange for Baptismal preparation.  
 
Marriage - One year notice and Marriage Prepara-
tion course is required. 
 
Funeral - In the event of the death of a loved one, 
please contact the parish office at  
           Divine Mercy Parish  902-435-3090 
     Fr. Gerald, ext. 222         Fr. Peter, ext. 228 

Weekly Mass Intention Schedule 
 

7pm	Tues.	Dec.	28	-	No Mass 
 
12pm	Wed.		Dec.	29	-	No Mass 
                                     
9am	Thurs.	Dec.	30		-	 No Mass 
 
Fri.	Dec.	31	-	New Year’s Eve 
                             
Jan.	1	-	Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
                (World Day of Peace) 
 
																													 
New Year’s schedule at the back  
 
 

In the event of Mass cancellation  
the Intention will be rescheduled 

                                                                 



  Divine Mercy Parish Bulletin      December 26th, 2021    
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

From Father Gerald... 
DIVINE	MERCY	PARISH	OFFICE will be closed as of Thursday afternoon, December 23. The Of ice will re-
open on Tuesday, January 4. These last few weeks have been dif icult to try and maintain a sense of balance 
in our preparations and the Staff need and deserve a break. Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause. 
Messages will be checked for emergencies periodically.  
 
DIVINE	MERCY	PARISH	WEEKDAY	MASSES – There will be no weekday Masses December 28 through to 
December 30. We will resume Mass on Friday, December 31 (Vigil for Mary, Mother of God/ New Years Eve 
at 4pm at Saint XXIII; On January 1, Feast of Mary Mother of God/ New Years Day at 10am at Saint Clement 
and 11am at Saint Andrew.  
There	will	be	no	Anticipated	Sunday	Masses	(4pm	Masses)	on	Saturday,	December	25	or	Saturday	Jan-
uary,	1.	Our	Sunday	Mass	Schedule	will	be	as	normal	on	December	26	(Feast	of	the	Holy	Family)	and	
January	2	(Feast	of	the	Epiphany	of	the	Lord).	 
 
The	Holy	Family	of	Jesus	Mary	and	Joseph	– This year the celebration of the Feast of the Holy Family falls 
immediately the day after Christmas Day. In the midst of this very Holy Season, we contemplate the great 
gift of the Holy Family, and how through the experience of the Holy Family we become radically challenged 
in our own family to understand what it means to belong. Too often, our modern-day society strive to pre-
sent a façade and picture-perfect family – a photo which shows no blunders or weaknesses. Or better still, a 
movie which depicts nothing near what most of us experience in our real family. The family is called the 
“Domestic	Church”. It is to be the place where after Baptism, we experience God in the good, the bad and 
the ugly of true and real lived experience. Where God meets us in our weakness and our sin, where God 
heals and strengthens mothers, fathers, daughters, and sons to grow in a depth of understanding God’s 
steadfast love – which is also translated – His	unfathomable	Mercy. How we exercise this and allow our-
selves to grow in spite of our recognition of so much of our own de iciencies. The lived expression and ex-
perience of family life is not meant for the faint hearted at all. Indeed, hearts which are ready to 
acknowledge and meet God, is not reliant on magic but rather the mysterious Love of God, which is accessi-
ble to those who believe. His Grace is enough to guide your family, to perfect your family, in its mission to 
love and witness and mirror that which we contemplate in the Holy Family! Happy Feast to all who BE-
LONG to the Family of God. We have our struggles, but we also have access to God’s grace to bring us 
through. 
How do we work on our Parish	 Identity? – You are invited to see through the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy, an agenda already set and expressed well through the Gospel. 
Corporal	Works	of	Mercy                                                      Spiritual	Works	of	Mercy 
1. Feed the hungry                    1.   Counsel the doubtful 
2.    Give drink to the thirsty                         2.   Instruct the ignorant 
3.    Clothe the naked     3.   Admonish the sinner 
4.    Shelter the homeless    4.   Comfort the af licted 
5.    Visit the sick     5.   Forgive offences 
6.    Visit the imprisoned    6.   Bear wrongs patiently 
7. Bury the dead     7.   Pray for the living and the dead 
 

Supporting	the	Shelters	for	the	Homeless – Archbishop Dunn has invited us to help him focus more in-
tently on the provision of ‘shelter for the homeless’. The Archdiocese has entered into a contract with a 
company who are building 20 ‘Tiny Shelters’ to be placed on various Parish properties who wish to partici-
pate in this project. The city/municipality have given permits for these buildings to be placed on Parish 
property. Throughout Advent we have been asked if we could assist with the fundraising to be able to raise 
the suf icient amount of funds to not only cover the cost of building these shelters, but also for some other 
costs to the parish (ie. heat). Please consider making a contribution to assist in having the project come to 
fruition in our Archdiocese. 
                                                                                                                                                                                      Continued...                                                              



Divine	Mercy	Parish	is	inviting	all	men	to	FM645	at Saint John XXIII church every Friday 
morning at 6:45am to 8am for a time of fellowship, prayer and coffee.  You should come!  
Please bring your proof of vaccination.  We are inished for the year and our hope is to start up 
again on January 7, 2022 

Father Gerald continued… 
Sheltering	the	Homeless – This past week, we began to prepare our lot at Saint Clement Church on 
Gaston Road, to receive our Tiny Shelter. On Tuesday the electrical connector from the garage was 
hooked up and was  ready to receive and power the shelter. On	Wednesday,	Dec.	22	the shelter was 
placed on St. Clement property! As our winter season is upon us, I pray that our shelter along with all of 
those situated throughout the Archdiocese will provide a safer/ warmer space for those in need. Thank 
you thus far for your assistance through your time and your generous spirit to make this a reality in 
Divine Mercy Parish. Shelley De-Serres, as our coordinator, will continue to work with her team to keep 
us apprised of the various needs they may have in this project. Let us pray for all those who are home-
less and those who will be assisted with a place of warmth, that they may experience the dignity which 
is theirs as they strive to focus on some future goals allowing them to live more freely with that dignity.   
  
Christmas	Message – We will be celebrating yet another Christmas under the restricted protocol of a 
pandemic that seems to have stolen everything we have previously taken for granted. I remember only 
too well, the many Christmases when we gathered with family to celebrate what we all consider to be 
the most important celebration of the year. There is a song that continues to resonate this reality in 
commercial on TV – “It’s	the	most	wonderful	time	of	the	year.” Covid and its variants cannot take this 
reality away from people of Faith. If we are caught up in the commercial side of Christmas, we will be 
lost in these days illed with fear and despair. As the world strives to ind a proper vaccine – through an 
exact science, we have a mystery before us that is greater than anything we could ever imagine. God 
sent His Son, into a world broken, fractured, divided by sin – and while we were sinners… He died for 
you and me!!! But staying with the theme of Jesus’ coming at Christmas, we receive through the greatest 
act of humility … the birth of the Saviour … in the most obscure circumstances – no room in the Inn, and 
placed in a Manger (feeding trough for animals – pigs).  What a God we have! Patiently waiting for us to 
understand, accept, and receive the Gift of Salvation. While there remains fear, foreboding, … we must 
come to accept and receive this great gift from Our God. He wants us to come back to Him … maybe this 
Christmas, you and I can ind others to bring to Christ…. Although we wear a mask, may they see the 
truth and reality through that mask to the heart of the BELIEVER. The pandemic and its variants have 
no control over the power of Christ to show His Love and His Mercy. While we strive to exercise caution 
with regard to protocols and restrictions, nothing can separate us from the love of Christ and the gift of 
Salvation He offers. No, we do not need to test fate, by putting God to the test. We need to believe and 
witness to the world, the reason for our Hope, rooted in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
Merry	Christmas	and	may	this	Season’s	celebration	of	the	depth	of	God’s	Love	sustain	us	
and	renew	our	Hope! 
 

“After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them 
and asking them questions” Luke 2:46 Can you imagine that Jesus even at the age of twelve had 
anything to learn about His heavenly Father? Yet here we see Him listening and asking the 
teachers. What can we learn from this scene? Do we know the Father well enough that we can 
say “I know it all”? Can we learn from those around us? Consider a faith study in 2022. Alpha 

begins January 10th in-person and January 11th on-line via Zoom. This is a good place to start if you 
have a family member or friend who has been away from the Church and may be interested it trying 
again to get to know the Lord. Questions or more information at adult-



  

Sick	and	Suffering 
Ivan Langille 
Kathy Samson 
Marilyn Shupe  
Fr. Malcolm (Mosey) MacNeil 
Deacon Brian Smith 
Carol Conrad      
Chloe Bastarache     
Wallace Deveau 
Carolyn Connolly 
James Connolly 
Craig Newton 
Joanne Reid 
Leonard MacDonald                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Kay Naugle    
Paul Benoit 
Rachael Thomas      
Peter Cross 
Art Gaudet 
Russell Boyle  
Belinda Young 
Larry MacDonald 
 

Joe MacDougall 
Les Smith 
Ruth Cadeau 
Diane King 
Ron MacLean 
Ann Patry 
Rose O’Flynn 
Bethany Lawless 
Blair Pellerin 
Bob Manual 
Neil MacEachern 
Pauline Richard 
Fr. Gordon MacLean 
Martin Fay 
Catherine Currie 
Hunter Perrin 
Monica Edwards 
Mona Oakley 
Carolyn Scott 
Anne Kelly 
Jean Cyril 
The Meade Family 
 

If you would like to add someone to our list for prayer, please submit an email or call the Divine 
Mercy Parish of ice.    

For Prayer 
Our Recent Sick and Suffering and Deceased 

Thank	you	to all who offered lower donations in memory of loved ones. The book of names will 
stay in the church through the Christmas Season. 

Deceased 
 
Louis Bidinost 
Wayne Tremblay 
Thomas Pettipas 
John McSween 
Margie Melanson 
Rose Geddry 
 
R.I.P. 

Thank	you	to	all who were involved and all who supported the SVdP Society of SJXXIII in all their 
work in getting the Christmas Food Hampers collected and out the needy in our community. 

Fr. Gerald continued ... 
Welcome	to	the	Table	of	the	Lord – Last weekend we welcomed another two children to the 
table of the Lord. Lyla and Jace Dauphinee received Jesus for the time in Holy Communion. 
Thank you to Sandie & Jeremy Dauphinee for continuing the journey of Faith. Divine Mercy 
Parish family of Faith welcome  you and look forward to our continued journey together. 
 

Welcome	 to	 the	Christian	Community - Last Sunday afternoon, baby Oriana Merie Dawn McLeod 
was welcomed to the Christian Community in the Sacrament of Baptism. Congratulation and 
thank you, Cherie and Andrew McLeod, for taking the responsibility of seeking and passing on 
the gift of Faith to Oriana. May God continue to pour out His choicest blessings upon you as you 
grow as a family in Faith. 



The	Palladium	Restaurant	Fundraiser	was	a	great	success! 
 
On December 7th, the Palladium donated .50 per dollar made in their restaurant. Thank you to Fer-
nando Lucas.! The event was very successful.  $3,707 was raised plus $285 in cash donations and 
12 boxes of groceries for the local food banks. That includes our food cupboard at Saint John XXIII.  
We are also grateful to everyone who contributed to the event. Thank You! 

Putting	more	prayer	in	Advent	 
I	Heard	God	Laugh	- We hope you are enjoying Matthew Kelly's book. Has it helped you to develop 
a daily time of prayer? Have you heard from God? We would love to hear if you have been blessed 
by this book. Please share your blessing with us at stewardship.divinemercy@gmail.com 

Keep	Christ	in	Christmas	Poster	Contest. 
 
The poster competition concluded in Divine Mercy Parish on December 10, 
2021. The winning poster was submitted by Mila Milosevich in age category 5 
through 7 from St. Clement church. 
 
The poster truly re lected the true meaning of Christmas and will be forwarded 
to higher levels in the Knights of Columbus for further judging and prizes. 
 

Congratulations Mila, for sharing your Keep Christ in Christmas “Jesus is Christmas“ theme! 

Thank	you	to Hedy Colgon, Ellen Feehan and Gennie Richards for coming in and setting the Na-
tivity scene at the St. John XXIII site.   

Thanks to all at St Andrew and St. Clement who were involved in decorating for Christmas.                
Your time and talents are greatly appreciated.  

Back	Pack	Project	2021 
Last weekend, December 17th and 18th, many people from Divine Mercy and Our Lady of Guadalupe parish-
es gathered at St. Clement hall to sort and prepare the many items that were donated by the kind and caring 
people of our parishes.  
Literally hundreds of shopping bags illed with essential items were donated by the caring people of both 
parishes and were brought to the hall for sorting on Friday evening. Due to the restriction, only about 45 
people spent the evening going through each bag and sorting all the donated items. A great effort was 
shown by everyone that attended and your kindness was, and is appreciate. 
On Saturday morning, again adhering to the protocol, many families came to stuff the back-packs. Another 
great effort was put forth and we managed to get all the bags illed to the top in less than 2 hours. 
Karen Goodall, the Feeding Others Of Dartmouth Coordinator, was on hand and had a chance to express to 
the folks gathered, on behalf of the recipients of the back packs, the gratitude she felt for these gifts and just 
what positive impact these everyday items have on the poor in our communities and how they assist them 
in their daily lives.  
On Monday, December 20th, 150 back packs were distributed at lunch time to the people who attended Mar-
garet House that day for their meal. Their gratitude was beyond description. To say they were appreciative 
would be an understatement.  
Many other charities aside from the people at F.O.O.D. also bene itted from 
your support. 
Thank you to the Knights of Columbus, the CWL and to the many people 
who gave of their time, their talent and their treasures to insure that the 
17th annual Advent Back Pack project was such an overwhelming success.  
God Bless you all and have a very Merry Christmas and May God grace you 
with His continuous blessings in 2022. 



                                                                      Divine Mercy Parish  
	Merry	Christmas																																																			New Year’s Schedule 
	From	the	Staff	 

															of	Divine	Mercy	Parish 
 
            Joy to you as we celebrate  
    all that Christmas means! 
 
 
  
 May the peace of our Lord be with you  
            throughout the new year!                 

 						VERITAS 
CATHOLIC	BOOKS	AND	GIFTS 

30	Farnham	Gate	Rd., 
Rockingham	Ridge	Plaza 

Halifax,	NS					(902)	429-7216 

OUR	MISSION:	 To	 promote	 the	 Sacred	 tradition,	 Sacred	 Scripture	
and	the	living	Magisterium	of	the	Catholic	Church,	through	the	sale	
of	books,	multi-media	and	other	materials.	To	help	Catholics	reach	
a	better	understanding	of	 their	Faith,	 to	defend	it	and	to	cultivate	
the	good	habit	of	reading.																					Visit	us	at		veritasbookstore.ca 

General inquiries - admin@divinemercyparish.ca  
 

Email transfers for donations may be sent to divinemercy.bills@gmail.com 
 

All Cheques are to be written to Divine Mercy Parish 
For your convenience we also offer monthly pre-authorized donations. 

Just give us a call at the office at 902 435 3090 for more info. 
 

We thank you for your continued and dedicated support! 

Please support the local businesses which provide our weekly bulletins 

 
Consecration	of	the	Holy	Family:		The Knights of Columbus, attached to the churches of St. Andrew, 
St. Clement, and St. John XXIII, invite you to share in the prayers for the Consecration of the Holy Family, 
beginning on Christmas eve, and continuing for the balance of the Christmas season, 
using the Knights of Columbus prayer card for this.  

For those who have internet, the prayer card can be downloaded at:- 

h p://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/church/ic-prayercard-5049.pdf 

For those without internet, the prayer cards will be available, beginning on Christmas 
Eve, in the usual place where prayer cards are kept in each church.    

Friday,	Dec.	31-	New	Year’s	Eve 
4pm	-	St.	John	XXIII 
 
Saturday,	Jan.	1	-	Mary	the	Holy	Mother	
of	God		 
10am	-	St.	Clement 
11am	-	St.	Andrew 
 
Sunday,	Jan.	2	-	Feast	of	the	Epiphany 
9am	-	St.	John	XXIII 
9:30am	-	St.	Clement 
11am	-	St.	Andrew 
11:30am	-	St.	John	XXIII 


