
 

June 16, 2022 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The time seems to be going faster and faster as we approach, with these beautiful days, the 
summer months. In the not-so-distant past, during the summer in our Churches we experienced 
a decrease in attendance at Sunday Mass – or anticipated Sunday Mass. Many took advantage 
of the summer to get away for vacation, to cottages, and to rest and relax with some family and 
friends.  In the past couple of years, we were not as free to travel, and many chose not to 
travel. This year, however, we seem to have a bit more freedom. In light of this, I have shared 
with my Parish Leadership Team, and some other leaders who assist in Parish Ministry the 
following proposed change for the summer schedule of Sunday Masses for Divine Mercy Parish. 

Saturday – 4pm Saint Clement (for the month of July) 

Saturday – 4pm Saint John XXIII (for the month of August) 

Please note – there will only be one 4:00 p.m. Saturday afternoon Mass where we presently 
have two. 

Sunday – 9:00 a.m. – Saint John XXIII  

Sunday 9:30 a.m. – Saint Clement 

Sunday 11:00 a.m. – Saint Andrew 

Please note for the months of July & August there will be no 11:30 a.m. Mass at Saint John 
XXIII 

We have not yet returned to the attendance we had in any of our Churches pre-pandemic. 
Therefore, with the anticipated 4:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, we can accommodate people from 
all three of our Churches in one place – this also gives us space for visitors. Having two 4pm 
Masses in one Parish does not give us a sign that we are one Parish, but rather operating as if 
we are not.  

Sunday morning, the only change is one which was done prior to the combination of our three 
Churches; cancelling the 11:30am Sunday morning.  While I am never happy to reduce Masses, 
this summer we will be going through a transition of pastors, one of the two priests presently 
here will be alternating time for vacation or getting ready to move, and our choirs & music 
ministers, our ministries for Readers and Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, our 
servers, our sacristans and hospitality will be able to assist in the remaining Masses with more 
ease, while others may be away.  

The other reality of the above schedule is that it would allow with much more ease finding a 
replacement priest, if one of the two priests was sick or away. The replacement priest would 
only have to cover one Mass. 



The schedule will be effective July 2 & 3 through August 27 & 28. Fr. Vargheese and the Parish 
Leadership Team will then announce the new schedule for September 2022 and moving 
forward. 

I pray that you all have a great summer! God’s blessing to you all as you prepare to receive a 
new Pastor. May you continue to move forward as Divine Mercy Parish, together with the 
pastoral care of Fr. Vargheese and Fr. Peter, you will see more growth and a new season in the 
Church! 

 
Sincerely In Christ, 

 

Fr. Gerald David, Pastor  

 

Peace & God Bless, 

 

Fr. Gerald David,  
Pastor 
 
 


